NORTHERN HOCKEY ASSOCIATION INC. BY-LAWS 

as amended March 2005.

All matches shall be played in accordance with the Rules of Hockey as recognised by Hockey 

Australia with such local rules as may from time to time be determined by the Board.
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1 INTERPRETATIONS AND AMENDMENTS


Home:

1.1 If any dispute arises as to the interpretation of these By-Laws, it shall be determined by the Board of Management of the Association, hereafter call the Board.

1.2 Amendments to the By-Laws may be made by decision of the Board or of a General Meeting.

2 BOARD OF MANAGEMENT





Home:
2.1 The Board of Management shall meet as provided in the Constitution.

2.2 The Board at its first meeting after the Annual General Meeting or as soon thereafter as possible shall appoint the Association representatives as required by the State body.
2.3 OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION




Home:


President:  

shall preside at Board Meetings


Vice President:  
shall have responsibility for Facility Management


Finance Director:  
prepares Draft Budget for Board approval, and acts as   prescribed in the Constitution


Executive Officer:  
attends to correspondence, maintains communication channels, acts as required by the Board.


Secretary:  

takes Minutes of meetings, acts as required by the Board.

2.4 DUTIES OF DIRECTORS/COMMITTEE 



Home:

Attend Board meetings representing their portfolio


Submit a written report to the Board based on portfolio


Co-ordinate sub-committee meetings


Overall control of Action Plan and allocated Budget


Member of Hockey Tasmania sub-committee


Form Committee as required

2.5 COMMITTEES 







Home:


Any interested personnel may fill committee positions

Carry out Action Plan and manage allocated Budget


Attend committee meetings as requested by the Director

2.5.1 OFFICIATING


Responsible for:  All matters pertaining to umpiring & match managers, appointment and publication of umpires & match managers, development and accreditation of officials, Imposition of penalties as required.

2.5.2 COMPETITION


Responsible for:  Organisation of competitions for all age groups, Rosters, Registrations, Results, Ground allocation, Details for publication, Application of relevant By-Laws, Imposition of penalties as required.

2.5.3 MARKETING/COMMUNICATION


Responsible for: Promotion of game, Sponsorship, fundraising and establishing effective communication channels including the maintenance of the website.

2.5.4 COACHING

Responsible for:  Coaching Development, Appointment of coaches/managers for Northern teams.

2.5.5 PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 

(This Committee will include the Development Officer) Responsible for:  Assisting Clubs in player recruitment, Identifying talented players, Working closely with the State Development Officers.

2.5.6 GROUND MANAGEMENT

Responsible for:  Care and proper running of all facilities owned by the Association, Advertising, appointing and supervising personnel to manage the facilities where required.
3 REPRESENTATION ON STATE BODY




Home:


The Board will appoint Council delegates as requested to attend all meetings of the Hockey Tasmania Inc. Council.  If they are unable to attend, the Executive Committee shall have the power to appoint a proxy.
4 CLUB DUTIES







Home:

4.1 All Clubs shall be rostered at various times during the season for duties as specified by the Board or Directors.  Failure to fulfil these duties shall result in the Club being fined $25.00 for the first offence or as determined by the Board.

4.2 Each Club shall be responsible for:

4.2.1 notifying the Executive Officer of any change in its Secretary or delegates

4.2.2 seeing that letters and communications from the Association are forthwith circulated among its members, and promptly complied with or answered as the case may be.

4.2.3 notifying the Executive Officer of the Association of unfinancial members.

5 NON COMPLIANCE 






Home:


In the event of a Club not fulfilling their designated obligations there will be a fine of $25 for each offence, unless otherwise determined by the Board.

6 AFFILIATION 







Home:

6.1 Before March 1st each season, each Club shall make a written application for affiliation with the Association, providing such details as the Board requires on the form supplied by the Association.  These details include the names, business and 

private addresses and telephone numbers of the Club President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

6.2 The Constitution and By-Laws of the Association, shall bind each Club or association affiliating with the Association, a copy of which will be made available to Clubs on application.

7 ENTRY OF TEAMS






Home:

7.1 Clubs wishing to nominate teams for the roster must do so by the 1st of March or a day as determined by the Board.

7.2 Any member Club withdrawing a team from an Association roster may be fined $100.

7.3 Players will pay all fees and subscriptions directly to the NHA through a centralised registration system.

7.3.1 Prior to each season, the NHA Board will determine the fee structure and method of payment.

7.3.2 To be considered a financial player, a senior player must have paid a fee, as set down by the NHA Board.

7.3.3 Junior fees and subscriptions will be included in the weekly match fee.

7.3.4 Any player not complying with these rules may be declared unfinancial, and the NHA Board will notify the relevant Club that the player is unfinancial.

7.4 All Senior Clubs shall have the right to nominate a Division One side in any season.

7.5 For the purpose of this Rule, a senior Club shall be defined as having a minimum of two senior teams.

7.6 No Club shall nominate more than one Division One side in any season, in the men or women’s rosters.

7.7 No Club shall have two (2) teams in a senior division unless they have fielded teams in all divisions in the relevant men and women's competition.

7.8 If any Club disbands before the 1st of July in any season, its members may apply for registration in 
respect of any other Club, and may play with such Club forthwith after registration.

7.9 By filing of any application under these By-Laws the Club concerned warrants that the statements contained in each such application are true.

8 REGISTRATIONS







Home:

8.1 The Association shall maintain and update the registration list.

8.2 No Club may register in any of its teams a player who has played with any other Association during the current season except as provided by By-Law 9.3.

8.3 A new player may register at any time during the year by paying the appropriate match fee, and providing registration details.

8.4 Any registration granted by the Association shall be cancelled in any of the following events:

8.4.1 The Board decides accordingly.

8.4.2 The player concerned is granted registration with any other association.

8.5 By filing of any registration under these By-Laws the player concerned warrants that the statements contained in such application are true.

9 CLEARANCES







Home:

9.1 At the end of each season Clubs must file a list of unfinancial players with the Executive Officer.  Such lists must be amended as players become financial.

9.2 Players must obtain a clearance from the Executive Officer.  Clubs will be contacted and notification will be given if a clearance is granted.

9.3 No clearance within the Association will be issued after the 4th roster match, unless otherwise decided by the Board.

9.4 The Board may make written request to any Club from whom a clearance is required and if such Club does not, within seven (7) days from the posting or delivery of such request, provide the Executive Officer of the Association with a written statement setting out its reasons for refusing to grant a clearance, such Club shall be deemed to have no objection to a clearance.

9.5 Thereafter the Board shall determine whether or not to accept such person’s application for clearances and may for that purpose request the Secretary of any affected Clubs and the person himself to be present at any meeting for the purpose of making a determination.  Should any of the affected Clubs or the person concerned wish to appeal against the Board’s decision, such Club or person shall notify the Executive Officer in writing within fourteen (14) days of being advised of 
the Board’s determination.  The Executive Officer shall thereupon refer the matter to an 

independent tribunal constituted in accordance with the provisions of the By-Laws, and the decision of such tribunal shall be final.  Until such tribunal has made a determination, the determination of the Board shall remain effective.

10 PLAYER ELIGIBILITY 






Home:

10.1 A player may play a maximum of three (3) matches in Rosters conducted by the Association in any one round
10.2 , with a maximum of two (2) matches in any one section.
For the purposes of this By Law a section shall be considered as follows:

· School rosters (U12, U14, U16 Men & Women)
· Junior rosters (U18 Men & Women) 
· Senior rosters (GNL, Div 2, Div 3, Div 4 Men & Women as applicable)
10.3 A player may play in two (2) consecutive Division roster matches for their Club, in any one (1) round.

10.4 A player may only play one (1) match in any one Division.

10.5 The second match does not necessarily need to be played with the player's registered Club.

10.6 Teams utilising players from a higher Division can only do so to ensure eleven (11) players in their team.

10.7  A maximum of two (2) players can be brought down into any one (1) team.

10.8 Where there is a Bye in a GNL roster, player eligibility will be determined by the playing list for the previous home match.  In the case of no previous home matches, it is expected that Clubs will handle team selection appropriately.
10.9 A player entered on the score sheet must be crossed off if they do not play.

10.10 Unless permission is granted by the Board, Senior men and women shall play in gender specific senior competition.

10.11 In emergencies, Clubs may seek an exemption from the above rules through direct contact with the Executive Officer, who will seek approval from the NHA Board.

10.12 Any Club expelling a player from its ranks shall, within seven (7) days, forward to the Executive Officer the name of the player.
11 UNIFORMS 








Home:

11.1 All Clubs must submit details of its Club uniform to the Board for approval at the time of application for membership.  Club uniforms shall not be changed without the approval of the Board.

11.2 Should there be a clash of uniform colours the Board shall determine which team shall wear an alternative strip.

11.3 Each player in a Division 1 or Division 2 team shall wear a different number on the back of his/her shirt that differentiates them from their teammates.  Numbers must be secured before the third roster match in each year.

11.4 In every match each player shall wear the registered uniform of his/her Club, unless the umpires grant permission.

11.5 Goalkeepers must wear a uniform contrasting with that of their teammates and that of the opposing team.  Chest plates must be covered.

12 GAMES 








Home:

12.1 Teams may claim matches by default if their opponents are not ready and prepared to start ten (10) minutes after the advertised starting time.  The result will be a forfeit.

12.2 A team shall not be permitted to take the field for a roster match with less than seven (7) players, but late players shall be allowed to complete the team.

12.2.1 If a Club is unable to field a team, the Executive Officer must be notified 24 hours prior to the starting time of the match.  Failure to do so will result in a $25.00 fine.

12.3 In the event of unsatisfactory conditions, the Ground Management Director, or, if unavailable, the Officiating Director (or their nominee) shall decide upon the suitability of grounds for play, and whether the match(es) shall be abandoned.

12.3.1 Should any match be cancelled, no points shall be awarded to the teams involved.  The match may be replayed at a later date through agreement between both teams.

12.3.2 Should any match be abandoned during the first half or during half time, the match may be replayed at a later date. Should any match be abandoned during the second half of any match, the match result shall be as at the time of the abandonment.

12.4 Any Club playing an unregistered suspended or unfinancial player/s may, at the discretion of the Board, forfeit any matches in which this player/s take part, or such penalty as the Board may decide. 

12.4.1 If the offending team wins the match(es) then the match(es) will be treated as a 6-0 forfeit.

12.4.2 If the offending team loses the match, then the match will be treated as forfeited, unless the opposing team is disadvantaged.  In this case the match score will stand.

12.4.3 If both teams participating in a match so offend, then the score of the match will be deemed to be 0-0, and neither teams will be awarded points.

12.4.4 In every season, unless otherwise decided by the Board before the first match of the season, premiership points shall be allocated as follows:  The team winning each match shall be awarded two (2) points; if any match be drawn one (1) point shall be awarded to each team.  Should a team win on forfeit, that team shall receive two (2) points and the forfeiting team no points.  When both teams forfeit neither team shall receive points.  For the purpose of goal averages the game shall be declared a 6-0 win in favour of the team not forfeiting.  If both teams forfeit the game shall be declared a 0-0 score.

12.4.5 Positions on the ladder shall be determined by a percentage calculated thus:

Points gained
X
100

Possible points

12.4.6 Should teams be equal as in (a) then goal difference shall determine ladder positions.

12.4.7 Should two or more teams have the same goal difference as in (b) then the team scoring the most goals shall be placed in the higher position.

12.5 Each team shall provide a clean sound regulation ball for each match.

12.6 No person shall trespass on the playing area for the purpose of encouraging or coaching a team while a match is being played.

12.8
Shots on goal, swinging on the left side of the body (commonly referred to as the "tomahawk" or LBZ shot), are not permitted in all matches, including Finals, in the  School and Junior rosters (boys and girls).
13 UMPIRES 








Home:

13.1 The umpire shall have the power to warn or penalise any player for misconduct on the field during the match, or to suspend her/him from further participation in the match.  The umpire shall have the power to warn or penalise the Captain of the team for misconduct from the bench, either substitutes or bench personnel.  In the case of suspension, the umpire shall record it on the result sheet.  Reports shall be submitted in writing, in duplicate, on forms available from the Association and shall be in the hands of the Officiating Director within forty eight (48) hours of the completion of the match.

13.2 At the end of the match both umpires shall sign the result sheets and make comment for press report.

13.3 Teams may make a complaint to the Officiating Director if any umpire fails to appear by recording it on the result sheet.

13.4 If a named umpire is unable to umpire, s/he must find a replacement acceptable to the Officiating Director.

13.4.1 The umpire who does not find a suitable replacement will be debarred from playing in the Club’s next round of matches in the Northern or Greater Northern Competition.

13.4.2 Notice of action must be given to the defaulting umpire and his/her Club by the following Friday, and confirmed in writing.

13.4.3 In the event of the defaulting umpire disregarding this rule, his/her team shall forfeit any points and or goals gained for the match in which the offence occurred.

13.5 Should a club be reported for failing to provide an umpire for a match, they will be fined $25.00 on each occasion.

14 RESULT SHEETS 







Home:

14.1 All result sheets are to be filled in correctly by the team captain or coach.  Sheets to include:  date, 
grade, team name, player names, player numbers and the names of up to five (5) interchange players (if used) Teams failing to comply with this requirement after an initial warning, shall be fined $25.00

14.2 It is the responsibility of the umpires and the captains to check the details written on the sheets, and to sign them at the conclusion of each match.

14.3 Each team captain is responsible for checking match tickets, and placing them in the envelope provided along with the completed score sheet.  This envelope must then be placed in the container provided.

15 FINALS 








Home:

15.1 The Finals Series shall be decided between the top four teams.  The first Semi Final shall be played between teams 3 and 4.  The second Semi Final shall be played between teams 1 and 2.  The Preliminary Final shall be played between the winner of the first Semi Final and the loser of the second Semi Final.  The Grand Final shall be played between the winning teams of the second Semi Final and the Preliminary Final.

15.2 Where two (2) Divisions are combined for the roster scheduling, teams will play their Finals Series in their nominated Division.

15.3 The number of teams participating in the Finals Series in each Division will be determined by the number of teams nominating in that Division.

15.4 If there are more than five (5) teams nominated in a Division, then four teams will play the Final Series as outlined in 13.3.

15.5 Where only three (3) teams nominate in a Division, the top two teams will play a Qualifying Final  (1 vs 2). Teams will play a Preliminary Final  (loser QF vs 3), and Grand Final (winner QF vs winner PF) in accordance with the rules outlined in 15.13

15.6 If a team forfeits any Finals match, then the next team on the ladder will take the position in the Finals Series.  This will also apply to eligibility for State Finals.

15.7 The following rules shall apply to drawn matches in the Finals:

15.7.1 In a Semi Final if the result is a draw, the team holding the higher position in the final four shall be declared the winner.

15.7.2 In a Preliminary Final if the result is a draw, both teams shall take penalty strokes in accordance with the FIH Rule Book, except in a three team final where the team holding the higher ladder position shall be declared the winner.

15.7.3 In the Grand Final, if the result is a draw, both teams shall take penalty strokes in accordance with the FIH Rule Book.

15.7.4 In Underage Semi Finals and Preliminary Finals, if the result is a draw, the team finishing higher on the ladder shall advance.  In the Grand Final, should the result be a draw, the premiership shall be shared.

15.8 Unless permission is granted by the Board, as player shall not be eligible to play in any Finals match unless He/She shall have played in at least 25% of matches in the roster of the Association in the same season as the Final, as a registered member of that Club.

15.9 Where Clubs have consecutive teams in Finals, players may be selected on merit for the Finals Series.  Once a player has played a Finals match in a Division, he/she may not play a Finals match in another Division.

15.10 Unless permission is granted by the Board, players may only play one Senior Finals match in a weekend.

15.11 Unless permission is granted by the Board, no player having played in a higher Division shall be eligible to play in any Finals match unless the majority of the matches He/She has played are in the lower Division, or the said player is eligible for Underage Finals.

15.12 To play in an Underage Finals match a player must have played 25% of the matches in that Division, or a lower Division, during the season.

15.13 An underage player who has played in a senior team throughout the season will qualify for senior Finals in the team in which He/She has played the majority of these senior matches, or in a higher Division.

15.14 An underage player who has not played in a senior team throughout the season can represent his/her Club in Finals in a senior Division.

15.15 Where two teams from one Club compete in the same Division, players are eligible to play finals with the team with which they have played the majority of their matches.

16 REPORTS








Home:

16.1 Any report must be lodged with the Executive Officer within the specified time frame.

16.1.1 The Executive Officer will immediately notify all parties mentioned in the report as well as Board Members.

16.1.2 The Board will hear all reports, except those it refers to the Tribunal.

16.1.3 The Executive Officer shall advise all relevant parties of the time, date and location of the hearing.  Such notices shall be no later than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time of the hearing.

16.1.4 The Board or Tribunal shall consider any written report within six (6) days of the misdemeanour, unless the Board or Tribunal after meeting within the prescribed period requires an adjournment.

16.2 Any Club referring a dispute, complaint or a charge against any player or Club to the Board shall have the matter in dispute, complaint or charge in writing, in the hands of the Executive Officer within forty eight (48) hours of the completion of the match.  The report must be accompanied by a fee of $10 to be returned if the dispute, complaint or charge not be considered frivolous.

16.3 Any member referring a dispute, complaint or a charge against any player or Club to the Board shall have the matter in dispute, complaint or charge in writing, in the hands of the Executive Officer within four days of the completion of the match.  The report must be accompanied by a fee of $10 to be returned if the dispute, complaint or charge not be considered frivolous.

16.4 The Board, and all umpires shall have the power to compel any player in any match to appear before the Board or Tribunal as a witness, and the Club to which such witness belongs shall be responsible for his/her appearance.

16.5 All officials appointed by the Association or the Board and all umpires shall be competent to report players for misconduct in any match.  Such reports shall be submitted in writing, in duplicate, on forms available from the Association, and shall be in the hands of the Executive Officer within forty eight (48) hours of the completion of the match.  The player shall be notified at the time of the alleged incident that s/he will be reported.

16.6 The Executive Officer, upon receipt of any such report, shall advise each Tribunal member, umpire, witness(es) and the player concerned when the report will be heard.  Such notices shall be no later than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time of the hearing.

17 TRIBUNALS








Home: 

17.1 Reports referred by the Board shall be heard by a Tribunal consisting of an independent Chairman and two (2) Club Presidents (or their nominees) representing Clubs not involved in the Tribunal proceedings.  The Chairman shall have a casting vote if required.

18 SUSPENSIONS







Home:

18.1 Two (2) yellow cards (which count in the accumulated total) given in the same match, will be considered a minor red card, with the player being sent off for the remainder of the match.

18.2 An accumulation of three (3) Yellow Cards in any roster conducted by the NHA, will result in automatic suspension of a player from the next roster match or matches played by his/her team or teams.  A further set of two (2) Yellow Cards shall result in 

another automatic suspension from the next roster match or matches played by his/her team or teams.

18.3 Suspensions from further participation in the Match (Major Red Card) should only be given for the most serious misconduct e.g. physical assault.  A player who is suspended from further participation in the match will automatically be suspended from the next roster match or matches in that his/her team or teams take part.  Such suspensions are to reported on the result sheet. 

18.4 Any player found guilty as charged shall be disqualified from taking part in any match played under the management of the Association for such time as the Board or Tribunal might decide.

18.5 All disputes, complaints or charges whatever that may be referred to the Association shall be finally decided by the Board or Tribunal as provided in the Rules, and any Club refusing to abide by such decision shall cease to belong to the Association.

18.6 Suspended players shall not be eligible to vote at any General or Board meetings of the Association.

19 APPEALS








Home:

19.1 A player suspended under By Law 14.5 or 18.3 have the right of written appeal, which shall be lodged with the Executive Officer within forty eight (48) hours of his/her suspension.  The report must be accompanied by a fee of $10 to be returned if the dispute, complaint or charge not be considered frivolous.  The appeal shall be handled in accordance with By Law 16.

20 BY-LAWS








Home:

20.1 The Board shall have the power to perform any act incidental to the carrying out and enforcing of any By-Laws.

21 ASSOCIATION COLOURS





Home:

21.1 The Association colours shall be: black, green and white.  These colours will be registered with Hockey Tasmania.

22 REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS





Home:

22.1 Unless otherwise decided by the Board the following Selectors shall be elected by the Board at the first meeting after the Annual General Meeting.

22.2 State Selectors, either one (1) or two (2) selection Boards to select Association Senior and Underage teams, but in no case exceeding three (3) selectors in each section.  The Senior panel shall have preference of selection.

22.3 The Board shall have full disciplinary power over players in teams representing the Association.  Any player who shall refuse to play when selected may be summoned to appear before the Board, and be dealt with as the Board deems fit.

22.4 No Club shall take part in any match on the same day as a combined Northern representative team shall be set down to be played, unless it shall have obtained permission from the Board.
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